[Delta hepatitis as a mixed infection].
Radioimmunoassay of 247 patients revealed in their sera 8 cases of anti-delta agents. On the basis of testing of HBV infection markers the authors revealed three cases of coinfection and five cases of delta superinfection. A fatal case of fulminant hepatitis with development of acute liver dystrophy was observed in one patient with coinfection. In two other patients the course of the disease was severe but ended in recovery. Superinfection with delta agent resulted in a progression of the disease with early formation of chronic active hepatitis. This form chronic disease was characterized by a malignant course and proved resistant to immunosuppressive therapy. The clinical and biochemical signs of coinfection and delta superinfection are discussed.